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Node G T this nga Ante d in in 
N Defence of our common Chriſtianity as, 
gainſt the prevailing Infideliry of the Age, 
e Eſſay on the U of the Apoſtle Paul, 
rote by y.An ingenigus Author of the nergtbour- 
5 alles, 41 that on 5 Death ot Fudas 
bunt, by. A Clergyman, of our own, merit the 
bh of the Wiſe, the. Goo „and the Learned. 
te one preſents to our View the glorious Inter- 
dition of Heaven, upon the Mind of a moſt cru- 
lad bloody Perſecutor, forming at once 4 zeal- 
is Advocate for the deſpiſed and perſecuted - 
uſe, The other 5 before us the recoiling 
0 2 guilty Mind of the worſt of Men, making 
im, on the Borders of à burning World, ac- 
Wwwledge the Truth of that Cauſe. which he. 
al balely betray d. Animated with the like 
XR cCeommendabls 


ö ( a ! 5 
commendable Zeal, I preſent the Publick wit 
an Eſſay on the Cobverſion of the Ethiopia 
Eunuch, in which may be ſeen the Power « 
God going along with the ridiculed Means 
OT namely the preaching of th 
Goſpe „ 
Now, in order to ſtate this Point with al 
poſſible Advantage, it will be neceſſary to narra 
the leading Facts of this remarkable Story, pre 
vious to the Eunuch's Converſion; the Mear 
made uſe of for that End; the Nature of th 
Change wrought on. his Mind, with the Conſe 
quences following upon it; and then to inqui 
how far this Change, brought about by ſuc 
Means, in. all the given Circumſtances, will a 
gue the Truth of Chriſtianity with every virt 
ous. and ſober Inquirer: And laſtly, to ma 
ſome Remarks ſerving to illuſtrate and; confir 
the man Argument, EO 8 


Mx. 
2 


The firſt thing we find remarkable in the H 
ſtory of this Man is, that he was a Native e 
Ethiopia, and is ftiled an Eunuchz whether b 
Nature, or made by the Hand of Men, or 
named in Conformity to the Cuſtom of ſon 
Eaſtern Nations, who intruſted their moſt valuab 
Concerns to Eunuchs, properly ſuch, is not mate 
rial in the preſent Queſtion: But it is of more Im 
- Portance to know, that he was one of great Au 
thority under Candace Queen of the Ethiopian 
a Man ot Note, Weight, and Influence, a F. 
vourite of his Queen, and one of her, chic 
Courtiers, in whom ſhe placed the higheſt Truf 
and Confidence, by committing to his Care th 

1 5 ver 


c ber Kingdom, for he had the Charge of all 

er Treaſure. ay: Bas vido ein d sli oct 
s of. The next thing remarkable is, that he came to 
Jeruſalem for 10 werſvip-z: he Was a Perſon of 
geat Devotion; his high Station and Character 
vo the Deity, and the Manner in which he is to 
vas inſtructed in the Knowledge of the true 
God, che God of Iſrael; and having ſubmitted to 
the Rite of Circumeiſion in Terms of AMdoſes's 
Law, he thought himſelf bound to attend the 
blemn Feaſts ar Jeruſalem, particularly the Paſſ- 
der. The Length and Danger of the Journey, 
bis high Station, and ir 


ne Scorn and Ridicule of the ſuperſtitious and i- 
dolatrous many, or the Jeers of ſome misbelie- 
ing Courtiers, and others, with whom it may be 
ſppoſed he was connected in civil Matters, and 
the publick Concern of the Kingdom, had no In- 
uence upon him to diſcourage; his Journey, or 
cool his Devotion; he thought for himſelf in 
Matters of Religion, had made a Choice, and 
brayely ſtood by it, inſpire of what the World 


Country, and fitting in his Chariot, he read 1/ai- 
6 the Prophet, his Devotion had given him a ſe- 
nous Turn; pleaſed with What he had ſeen and 


God in his Word; inſtead of muſing on the 
Glory and Grandeur of his Miſtreſs's Court, and 
lie Honour paid him there, his Mind was more 

| "> "WS | nobly 


lyte of Righteouſneſs, he 


important Chatge at home, 


could ſay or do. Again, it is remarked of this 
Man, that, returning from Feruſalem to his own 


klt in holy Duties, he loved to converſe with 
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(a) 
"pete divine chin ps filed his Exe; and 1% 
Knowledge {Codes reverted in his Werd wal 7s, 
the Height of his Glory and Ambition. Poſ 
bly he hadheard' at of Feſus of N 
retb, and the Contrôverſy between the 'Fews' an 
His Diſciples concerning his true Character as the 
Mefſlabthe'Son-of Cod but not having I 
to feeeive füll Inſtructiom in cheſe Matters of pr 
dliek and univerſal Concern, nie leaves. Ferch 
intirely undetermined 4 probably at the f 
Time che things he had teen and heard leſt 
ſtrong an Imprethon/ upon his Mind, that he b 
not be eaſy till he had got full Satisfaction. Fe 
this Purpoſe he ſenoufty inquires after Trut 
conſults the Old Teſtament, und particularly th 
MWrieings of T/aiab, as bidding —— 
the Controverſy; buying frequency der 
Foros in their publick Services and private 
verſations, apply many! things found in chem! 
the Meſſiah hom Oy wen: 4 "0008 
to coe. — ä ron 
The ſecond ching od falls under Confiden 
on, is the Means of the Eunnch's Converſion tro 
Fudgiſm to Chriſtianity. * And, in order te füt 
this Matter in a clear Light, it will be neee 
to notice, that upon the-Perſecution-of*Sophrd 
the Diſciples were ſcattered abroad, ſolid 
ty, every where preaching the Word. Ia th 
State of univerſal Diſorder, Philip, 2 , 
ſeven Deacons appointed to take care of the? 
Money, came to Samaria and presched Chite 
to them; and his Succeſs was' very 'woniderfa 
for the People with one accord gave heed"unl 
thoſe things which Filly Mole, beqring' nd je 


wr; te Anracles __ $, & For uuclean Spi⸗ 

, crying with a loui Voice, came oui of many that 

were poſſeſſed with them. And many taken wirb Pal- 

fes, and that were lane, were healed; and there 

ws great Foy in that (City. *When the Apoſtles 

vbich were at Jeruſalem, beard thai Sumaria had 
inge wed the Word of God, they ſent unto them Peter 


nd John. Who; oben they were come down, prayed 

for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghei. | For 
ung het be was fallen upon none of them; "only thy 
rere baptized in the Name of the Tord Feſtus 
r.] Ther laid they their Hanis on them; and 
F te riceived dhe Holy Ghoſt.” And they, when they 

bad tefified and preuched the Word of God, returu- 

«to Jerſuſalem, and preached in many Villages""df - 

br Samatitans. Now when theſe things were | 

doing at Samaria, the Angel of the Lord ſpake auto 

hilip, faying;' Ariſe, and go towards the'South, un- 

io the Mi ay that goeth donn from Jeruſalem unto 

Gaza, which is defa#t;"(i; e.) the Way that leads 

rom "Feruſalem to Gaza over the Mountains, 

which was not ſo populous as the other Way 

mat led by the Sea Coaſt, and therefore is —1 

alled defart. Philip inſtantly obeys the Voice o 

the Angel, though ignorant of the Embaſſy upon 

vhich he was ſent.” When he came to the Place 

appointed him for his Station, he obſetved'a Man 
"og of Kr hiopis returning from Feruſalem, where he 1 
| Uo dad been worſhipping on che Plan of Aoſes's Law. . 

the ſame Time the Spirit ſaid to Philip, Go near, | | 

ou d Join thyſelf to bis Chariot; then; and nor till 
rol then, began he to diſcover the real Deſign of his 
un being commiſſioned to this Place; and as he had 

deen remarkably inſtrumental of much Good a- 

n 1 mong 


of many Diſadvantages, and particularly my D 


or to go before me, aid my Inquiries, and as i 
leads to Truth and Certainty in Matters of thi 


him the 53d Chapter of Jaiab, Verſe 7th, where 
theſe Words are found: He was led as a Sheep # 
the Slaughter, and like a Lamb dumb before bi 
Shearer, fo he opened not his Mouth. In bis 


Pro 


© 4 125 


Baan As if he had ſaid, though I am, a Pro 
yte to the Jewiſh Religion, yet by Reaſor 


3 


ſtance from Feruſalem, after all my honeſt En 
deavours to know the Mind of God in the facred 
Volumes, I find myſelf many Times at a ven 
great Loſs, and ſee the Need of a skiltul Inſtruct 


were with the Finger, point out the Thread that 


Jaſt Concern. Philip, charmed with ſuch amiable 
and promiſing Diſpoſitions, gladly embraced the 
firſt Invitation to take a Seat with him in the 
Chariot; and being in this Way naturally led tc 
ask the Paſſage of Scripture which gave Riſe 14 
his Doubts and Difficulty, the Eunuch ſhewec 


miliatiu 


nliation his a was taken away: and who ſhal} 
lulare bis Generation? for his Life is taken from the 
Lrth. Now, ſays the Eunuch to Philip, I pray thee, 
f whom ſpeaketh the Prophet this, of bimſelf, or of 
me other Man ? Then Philip opened his Mouth, 


095 7 ſ 2 — ——— henry 7 ck = 
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md began at the ſame. Scripture, and preached to 
lin Feſus, i. e. he explained the mediatorial . 
Scheme, how that the Son of God became Man, 
wen Jeſus of Nazareth; that as he Was incar- 
ute, to inſtruct the World in all the Points of 
deful and neceſſary Knowledge, fo in the room 
nd ſtead of a loſt World, he ſuffered, and died 
o expiate Guilr, and reſtore offending Man to the 
Favour and Image of his Maker; that he roſe a- 
gin, and went to Heaven, Where he reigns in 
Power and great Glory, and from whence he will 
come again to judge the World at the laſt Day. 
He further ſhewed, that this was no new Doctrine; 
on the contrary, that all the antienr Prophets 
bore Witneſs to Jeſus under theſe Characters, 
particularly his Sufferings antecedent. to his full 
Glory and Dignity as Mediator, and that the 
Prophet Jab meant him and no other Perſon in 
the Paſſage he was reading.  Thele Things he 
diſcourſed with ſo much Clearnels and Judgment, 
that through the Bleſſing of the Spirit accompany- 
ing his Sermon, they became the effectual Means 
af the, Eunuch's Converſion; which brings me 
ihn p ⅛0çéů! eas a4 
3d Place to conſider the Nature of the Change 
vrought on his Mind, with the Conſequences fol- 
lowing upon it. And the Eunuch ſaid, See, here is 
Water, what dot h hinder me to be baptized © And 
thilip ſaid, if thou believeſt with all thine gp 
| Ion 
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n Favo 
as oppoſed to the Superſtition 9 


to 
d P 
| P er, 

waſhing with Water; poſſibly Philip had ac- 


- 


4, the Son of God. 


Upon a Motion of this Kind coming from the 
- : e Eunuch, 


190 by 
Tonuch, Philip f. 4 Gr thou believeft with all thine 
Heart, thou mayef., It would ſeem in ancient 
Times the Creed of Chriſtians, as oppoſed to Fews 
nd Gentiles, was no more than this: Doeft, thou 
ſieve Teith all thine Heart, that Feſus is the Meſ= 
job. This Characteriſtick, tho ſhort, was ex- 
nemely expreſſive; and in theſe Days of Truth 
nd Simplicity, nothing further was requiſite to 
certain one's Title to the Communion of Belie- 
ers, if thou believeſt with all thine Heart, i. e. 
Wi chou aſſenteſt to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
l the Facts and Variety of Sentiments, of which 
WI have given you a brief and ſuccinct Repreſen- 
ation, If this Aſſent affects thy Heart, and 
biogs up thy whole Soul to a chearful Compli- 
nce with the glorious Scheme, in all its Parts 
nd Conſequences, eſpecially theſe that reſpect 
he [clus as the Son of God, the Saviour of Man- 
lind, and the Judge of the World, thou mayeſt 
de baptized, to which the Eunuch replied, I be- 
leve that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God; T am ful- 
ly ſatisfied, that Jeſus of Nazareth, whom the 
Jews crucified at Feruſalem, is the long wiſh'd 
Wor Meſiab, the promiſed Deliverer of Mankind, 
of Wi whom Salvation is only to be had. My won- 
2m Wiring Soul in the Day of this my Illumination, 
the {Wicorreſponds with the great Deſign, almighty 
pr- WM Power has touched the Springs of my Heart, all 
tas Faith, and all is Love; my raptur'd Mind views 
ch, te glorious Sufferer, a Conqueror in Death, ri- 
th, Wing in Glory, aſcending up to the higheſt Hea- 
ens; ere long he will come again. Salvation is 
. Fart of his Retinue; truly he is the Son of 
the Cod, I believe in him with all my Heart. 
ch, B As 
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248 Rk 8 e n . 
NY de COA "hs Pi 
and ſurpriſing Change, they were theſe thte e 
the Eunuch was baptized, and he command 
ed the Chariot to ſtand ſtill, and they wen vat 
down both into the Water, both Philip and ti 
Eunuch, and he baptized him. ben they wen © 
come out of the Water, the Spirit of the Lord caigl 
away Philip, aid the Etnuch ah him no mute; | 
went on bis Way rejoicing. This brings me to t 
ritcipal Thing in the Eſſay, namely, to enquit 
how far this Change, 'brought about by fuc 
Meatis, in all the givet Circutnſtances, will arg 
the Truth of Chriſtianity with every virtuous an 
%%% TS 3 | 
Now, in order to throw ſome Light on a Ou ere 
ſtion of ſo much Concern and Importance, it Vite 
be neceſſary to obſerve the following Partie 
1. The Doctrine which Philip preached to i 2 
Eunuch, was in itſelf ſuited to our prefent Sta ane 
of Guilt and Woe, agreeable to the Perfections Mum 
the Deity, and every Way worthy of him, 
the moral Governor of the World. It is eviden 
that Iguorance of God and divine Things the 
ober- read the World, entred into the Cour 
of the Great, and clouded the Minds of the : 
bleſt Stateſtnnen. What muſt then have been th 
Situation of the lower Part of Mankind? In luc 
a low and clouded State, was it not fit that Gol 
the ſupreme Governor, ſhould fiirniſh Mankin 
with an Inſtructor, to diſpel the Miſts of Igh« 
rance, and lay the Fouridation of mg rey ; 
true and ſubſtantial Knowledge? And dit aul 


we A 
Ich vs, by Jes and the Prophets, untenance 
we encourage the Hope and Expectation of Man- 


It is likewiſe obvious, that all Men were Sin- 
ers, and by reaſon of tranſgrefling the Law of 
ar Maker, were ſubjected ro Woe and Miſery ; 
ice and Pain, Guilr and Puniſhment, being ſy- 
boy mous Terms: Was it not then fit and a- 
eable to all the Notions we have of God and 
wllves, including the general Harmony and 
tereſt, that Satisfaction ſhould be given, previ- 
u to a Pardon, and full Reconciliation with 
od? This ſeems to have been the Prevailing 
eue of Mankind in the firſt and more early A- 
s of the World, and is fo warped into our 
ume, and enters fo deep into the Ends of Go= 
mment, that there is no ſlipping a Point here, 
Ithour offering Violence both to the one and the 
er. The Sufferings of Jeſus in the room and 
ad of Mankind Sinners, carries ſuch a Diſplay 
the Evil of Sin, and God's Severity againſt it, 
muſt, by the divine Bleſſing, when duly attend- 
| to, deter Men from all Manner of Vice and 
ſiekedneſs, the very Ruin of States, and the 
ltruction of publick and private Happineſs. 
ile on the other Hand, the Diſplay therein 
ide of the Mercy of God to criminal Offenders, 
ache unbounded Fruits of free and undeſerved 
We, charms the H eart, encourages our Return 
Cod, and ſecures lar er Obedience on the firm- 


2 eſt 


* = 
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meſt Baſe, wich which is connected publick ani 
private Weal. For Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nati 
on, but Sin is the Reproach of any People. It is al 
fo certain, that Man' is a feeble and weak Cre: 
ture, unable to grapple with the Difficulty th: 
lay in his Way, or extricate himſelf out of th 
numberleſs Straits in which he is involved; h 
Enemies are too many and powerful for hin 
Was it not then fit, that the Deliverer of the h 
man Race, to all his other good Qualities, ſhoul 
have that of Power and Dominion, whereby 
might be able to reſcue his People out of the 
natural State of Bondage and Corruption, ſuppe 
and defend them in the Poſſeſſion of their acq 
red Freedom and Liberty, and ar laſt crown the 
with Victory and Honour, to the Praiſe of! 
„%%. 1 

Now, when ſuch a Scheme was propoſed tot 
Eunuch, and laid open in all its native Beauty, 
the Tongye and Eloquence ot an inſpired Spea 
er, is it any Surpriſe that his Heart was captiva 
and his Soul, thro' the mighty Energy of the 8 


rit, brought to the Obedience of Faith? His C 2: 
duct in this Matter, was, beyond all Doubt, ji ed, 
and reaſonable, founded upon ſure and good PH in c 
ciples, walking within the Verge of the Obliga tout 
on they lay on Mankind, in Point of Behavidf tour 
towards the Saviour and his Reli ion; for if {MW or 
| Tus, the Son of God, be the cee Inftru i # 
or of the World by divine Appointment, then be- 
is our Duty to receive Inſtruction from his Mou fro 
and believe his Doctrine. If he is the Savio I. 
the great atoning Sacrifice, then it is our Du tha 
wich the Eunuch, to admit him under this & the. 


ract 


ncter, and ſubmit to the l which is 
of Faith. In fine, if he is the riſen and reigning 
Saviour, then it 18 our Duty to follow him, as our 
Leader and King, fight all our Battles in his 
Strength, and in his Name bear down our Foes, 
puſhing on to final Glory and Victory. So that 


ii the religious Conduct of the Eunuch, reſpecting 
bin eſus as the Meſſiab, was founded upon, and a- 
h greeable to, certain given Principles, the Truth 
dul er which appears no further as yet, than their Suit- 
Fi bleneſs to our State, their Agreeableneſs to the 
ne perfections of the Deity, and their Uſefulneſs for 


ſupporting and carrying on the Ends of Govern- 
ment, vis. The Honour of the ſupreme Ruler, and 


one think, that an Argument of this Kind, taken 
from the intrinſick Excellence, and viſible good 


ot Effects of any Object propoſed to our Belief, might 
„n Reaſon go ſome Way to diſpoſe the Mind of an 
ea honeſt Enquirer, for further Information, through 
ame Power of a favourable and juſt Prepoſſeſſion, 
SW cached in the very Entry of the Enquiry ? 
Cay, The Scheme of Belief which Philip preach- 
ed, and which the Eunuch admitted to be true, 
pri in conſequence of which he was baptized, was 
gal founded upon, and agreeable to the Predictions 
vid found in the Old Teſtament, relative to a Meſſiab. 
So much is intimated in theſe Words, Philip open- 
ru e his Mouth, and began at the ſame Scripture, and 
ien freached to him Feſus, i. e. he ſhowed from the 
oull Prophecies, and particularly from this Paſſage in 
ol 1/212b, that Jeſus was the promiſed Meſſiab, and 
Jud that all the Prophecies relative to this Perſon, had 
Chl jbcir full and literal Accompliſhment in him, and 


no 


— 


the Happineſs of the Governed. And ſhould not 


( 14 
no where ll elſe. Here was ate Field of Dic 
courle, w here the Flowers of divine EloquencdMi;.;; 
| might be diſplayed in all their Flory, and the, 
Force of Truth Rn ht 5 in Argument, þ de 
vond the Power of Contradiction. 
Tis evident from the firſt Promiſe of a Ae 
and the Ratificarion of it ro Abraham and his Fa 
ily,thathe is conſidered in the Scheme of Grace 
557 the Recovery of undone Man, as one W 
would be a blick be to all 7 Tha; f 


Seed of theWoman ſball bruiſe the Head of the Serpent 
In thy Seed ſpall all tbe Nations of the Zarth Je ble 
ſea. Wich Character of one to come, is carried, 
on by all the ſucceeding Prophets, and ſet off ii 
their Writings, with all the Strength and Beaury 
of prophetick Stile. A Specimen of which is 
follows, His Name ſhall endure for ever, bis Nam! 
ſ#all be continued as long as the Sun, and Men ſhall 
be bleſſed in him. All Nations ſhall "call him. bleſſe 
There ſhall come forth a Rod out of the Stem of Fe % 
and a Branch ſhall grow out of his Roots, and thy 
rr of the Lord ſhall reft 7 th Feral and R ig bteauſ: 
Il be the Girdle of bis Loins, and Faithful 
25 the Girdle of his 12 0 The V, olf alſo ſha 
&well-with the Lamb, and the Leopard fhall ly dowt 
with the Kid, and the Calf aud the young Lion, and the 
Fatling together, aud à little Child ſpall lead them 
and the Crw and the Bear fhall feed their young ones 
zheyſhall ly down together; and the Lion ſhall eat Stra 
like the Ox, and the ſucking Child ſhall play on the 
Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child ſhall put bis 
Hand on the Cockatrice Den. They ſfoall not hurt 
nor defliroy in all my holy Mountain : For thi 


Earth (ball be full of the Knowledge of the Lird, a of 
N ; ; | - | . — 2 11 | th 


be Matert cover the * 3 in that Hay ther 


MW” to tbe People; 10 it Gal the 5 and 
Re [ball be "7lovious. I the Lord have called 
b in Righteouſneſs, and will hold thine Hand, and 
till keep thee, and grve thee for a Covenant to the 
Prople, for 4 Light to the Gentiles to open the blind 
hen, 70 bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and 
tem that /it in Darkneſs out of the Priſo on-boaſe. 
from the Riſing of the Sun even to the Going down 
"af the ſame, my Name ſpall be great among the Na- 
. And in every Plate Incenſe oye 225 offe 2 to 

Name, and a par Offering For my Name ſhall 
great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord. The 
vſaick Law was, doubtleſs, founded upon the 
Pn of the Mediator, and ſerved to illuſtrate the 
1 eings of the M:fiav's Purchaſe and Reign, 
oth in taking away the ye and the Power 
if Sin, but could not in any Way make 
ad the Promiſe made to Abrabam, in which all 
Nations had Intereſt, as well as his natural 
bſterity; becauſe a national Tranſaction, ſuch 
bthat at Mount Sinai, could not be to the Pre- 
dice of the univerſal Intereſt, where all Man- 
ind were not called. Wherefore then ſerved the 


rarſgreffion, till the Seel ſhould come, i. e. the Me 


l God, were to have their full Accompliſhment, 
WW who having ſubdued his Enemies, was to e= 
dt an univerſal and everlaſting Kingdom for his 
ther, 215 Men, founded in Juſtice and Equi- 
\ giving Joy and Happineſs to all his loving and 
kiient Subjects, and in this Way was to carry 
On 


ball be & Root of Feſſe, which ſhall tand 25 an En. 
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re was added, ſays the Apoſtle, becauſe 1 


ab, in whom all the Promiſes made to the People 
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horn. in the City of 8 ; and that all this 
hould happen during the ſtanding of the ſe“ 
en ond Temple, and before the Scepter fully des 
vyrted from Judab, and a Lawgiver from be- 
ween his Feet: Each of theſe Particulars had 
teir full Accompliſhment in Jeſus of Nazareth. 
zeſides, in the ſame Prophets, it was foretold, 
hat this very Perſon, of whom ſuch great Things 
vere expected, ſhould firſt ſuffer, and then reign. 
as a Sample of this Part of the Syſtem of Pros 
phecies reſpecting the Meſſiab, take the follow 
ing Inſtanees: After threeſcore and two Weeks ſpall 
e Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf, but to 
1008 inſb Tranſzreſion; and to make an End of Sin, and 
o make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in 
werlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion 
ang Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt Holy. To 
the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks Iſaiab in the Paſſage 
where the Eunuch was reading, He was wounded 
fir our Tranſgreſſjons, he was bruiſed for our Iniqui= 
eat tes, the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, 
ut ard by his Stripes we are healed. He is brought as 
tha « Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before the 
cn Hearer is dumb, ſo he opened not his Mouth; for 
nl the Tranſgreſſiun of my People he was ſtriken; and 
be made his Grave with the Wicked, and with the 
Rich in his Death. My righteous Servant ſhall 
11108 % many, for he ſhall bear their Iniquities. He 
poured out his Soul unto Death, and he was. num= 
bered with the Tranſgreſſors; and he bore the Sits 
1 many, and made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors: 
t is vain for the Enemies of Chriſtianity to intro- 
duce into this Chapter two or three Meffiab's, 
when it is evident, that one uniform Character 18 
e carried 


IT. 


gument for Jeſus being the Meffiab;, and the ra 


aj 
nel 0 on, and 3 Porſon deſcribed from 
the Buginting to the End, in a Variety indeed off 
different Circumſtances, all of which are appli 
cable to Jefus, and him only. So things a 
ed to the Eunuch, and was conſidered by him ag 
one ſtrong Ground ot his Faith in Jeſus as tl 
true and promiſed Heffab. And in this he judged 
wiſely ; for though the Prophecies, taken ſepa 
rately, will not turniſh out an univerſal Con 
cluſion in Favour of Jeſus being the Chriſt 
yer, when put together, and viewed in the en 
tire Connexion running through different Ages 
centering all in one Point, and one Perſon toc 
they form by themſelves a direct and diſtinct Ar 


ther, as many of theſe Predictions are applicabl 
to no other Perſon whatſoever, as the weak At 
tempts of Enemies abundantly ſhow; for after a 
their Pains, Wit, and Artifice, che Argumen 
remains firm, and 24 Concluſion is ab N 
true. 5 
34ly, The Bleſſing of the Spirit acc 1 
the preaching of Phat, proved the inyrard Me Jeru 
of the Eunuch's Converfion. That Heaven Mere 
concerned in the Affairs of this World, and rhallittior 
the Divine Mind may, and does act upon oufiyzs 
Minds, in a Way ſuitable to the Nature of the I: 
one, and the glorious Purpoſes of the other, canfihar 
not be denied upon the Principles of RevelarioW, 
and true Philoſophy; an Exemplification of whicncy 
is preſerved in this Paſſage of ſacred Writ, whertred 
it evidently appears, that the Ethiopian Eunuch willuce, 
the Object of Heaven's providential Care. The UpMtere 
righitneſs and Honeſty of his Heart, the —_ "Iv 


b Ing to his Appreheuſion of Things, and his Deſire 


perfect Diſcoveries of God and his Will, were all 
non to the ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe; 
be flaw his Frame, and was well acquainted with 
the in ward Exerciſe of his Mind; and as the Re- 
yard and Reſult of all, by his Angel, he direct - 
ed Philip to repair to the Road that leads from 
jeruſalem to Gaza over the Mountains. The 
Realon of this Meſſage was at firſt hid from Phi- 


en the ſecret Purpoſe; notwithſtanding this, con- 
kious of the divine Command, he inſtantly obeys, 
nuting probably as he went along, what End 
tould be ſerved by removing him trom a 

lous Country, where he had been inftrumental in 
noging many Souls to Jeſus, and fixing his Sta- 
ton in a deſart Place without Inhabitants: But it 
vas not long e er he was brought out of this 
date of Suſpenſe, by a ſecond Meſſage, to join him 
lf with a Company of Etbiopians travelling from 
ſeruſalem to Gaxa, and is particularly ordered to 
eye and notice the Man of Eminence and Diſtin- 
tion, who rode in a lofry Chariot. As Philip 
dug vas brought to this Place without any Thought 
tue Intention of his own, ſo the fame Providence 
that directs all things, led the Ethiopian by this 
Way home, poſſibly moved thereto by the Pri- 
icy of the Road, that he might indulge his rey 
ied and devout Thoughts with the leſs Diſturb- 
race. By theſe Means Philip and the Eunuch 
ere brought together from different Quarters by 
n unforeſeen and * Hand, at a Time, and 

Pu 


in 
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ad unwearied Endeavours after further and more 


lp, Time only unfolded Providence, and laid o- 


jp i Place moſt fit $6. JO to bring abox 
the Purpoſes deſigned. But Heaven did not ftop 
Here; Philip is moved by ſecret Impulſe, or the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, not only to joi 
| himſelf to the Chariot, but to introduce Conver 
ſation with the Man that fate in it. The fir 
Addreſs being well reliſned by the ſtudious in 
quiring Stranger, gave an Occaſion to that Ser 
mon, which, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, provec 
the Mean of the Eunuch's Converhon; I ſay, thi 
Bleſſing of Heaven, becauſe that Providence, an 
that Spirit which brought them together in fo re 
markable a Manner, no donbt concurred with th 
preaching of Philip, not only in the Way of di 
poſing of his Mind to receive Inſtruction, but al 
10 in giving full Weight to the Argument, an 
Strength to his moſt juſt Concluſions. This i 
the very Spirit of Chriſtianity. Paul may plant 
Apollos may water, but it is God that gives tl 
Increaje. No Man can come to me, ſays Jelus, un 
Jeſs the Father. draw him; and in another Plac 
he tells his Diſciples, I have yet many things to, 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now bombe 
when he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide t 
unto all Truth. The Eunuch had at this Time 
convincing and ſenſible Proof of the Accompli 
ment of this Promiſe, and the Truth of the othꝗ 474 
Declarations referred to in this Argument; {fied 
the holy Spirit of God took the things of JelugCony' 
and ſhowed them to him in the cleareſt and-moſWion: 
ſatisfying Light, in and by the preaching of Ph 
Jip. Without this Suppoſition, it would not be ealorm 
to account for the Converſion of the Eunuch in anenda. 
tolerable Light; for however rhe Eunuch's Mig in 
* R "5 37˖ 
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vas diſpoſed to receive 82 and however noble 
ind juſt the Sermon might be, is it likely that one 
Diſcourle ſpoke by a Stranger on ſo large and im- 
portant an Argument, would have produced ſo; 
all and quick an Aſſent to Chriſtianity, over the 
telly of former Prepoſſeſſions, unleſs a divine 
Power had accompanied the Means, and madethem 
thus effectual? From the Hiſtory of this Event 
t is obvious, that an Interpoſition of this Kind 
h ntroduced Philip to the Acquaintance of the 
lunuchz and no Doubt the like Interpoſition, only 
improving the Idea, introduced the Eunuch, by 
he given Means, to the Acquaintance of Jeſus. 
The Eunuch was as much a Stranger to him, as 
Pbilip was to the Eunuch : And if their firſt Ac- 
vaintance was Owing to the Diſpoſal of Provis 
tence, ſure the Soul's Union and Acquaintance 
eich Jeſus can be attributed to no leſs a Power 
than chat which is divine. So that almighty Pro- 
un idence in the Hand of the Spirit of God, work- 
Die in the Way of mutual Concurrence, both on 
ne Mind of Philip and the Eunuch, produced 
the Event under Review; and by this Way e- 
{abliſhed not only the Goodneſs of the Means 
ted, bur alſo rhe Truth of the Doctrine preach- 
ie, namely, Jeſus is the Meſſiah. Ls 0 
bh, The Converſion of the Eunuch was the 
itect of Thought, and the Fruit of the deepeſt 
Conviction, as appears from the following Dedu- 
tions: What elſe ſhould have moved him to de- 
ire to be baptized according to the Chriſtian 
.callWform, in the very Eye ot his Servants: and At- 
n anWendanrs, who . would recount the Sto- 
Minn in their own Country, and at Court too, Where 
vn i probably 


80 
probably all that SE. * ins ſhort Tim 
to be the Subject of Converſation among all 
Ranks of Perſons. The Eunuch could not miſ 

to foreſee this at the Time he made the Propoſal, 
and ſubmitted to the Ceremony of Baptiſm; and 
therefore upon the Suppoſition that he was moved 
by no higher Principle than common Fame, and iind « 

the external Decorum of Character, it is more 
than probable he would not have ventured « 
the Meaſure, had he not been ſincere; for Im 

Poſitions of this Kind, where Religion hac 
any Share, were odious among the Heathen 
themſelves. But the Argument grows upon ou few 
Fand, when we learn from his Hiſtory, that hi 
was a Man who feared God, devour in his Way 
one who neither ſpared Pains nor Money to at 
ſwer the Obligations of Conſcience in the Articl 
of religious Worſhip; he was earneſt in the Mat 
ter, ſincere beyond Cenſure; his publick Devotio 
entered into Life, and affected his private ConverfWipo 
ſation: In ſhort Religion was uppermoſt with hin e A 
Now, is it to be imagined, that one of this Characte og 
could diſſemble a Point ſo high, where the HonouWom 
of God, the Credit of Religion, and every Thing 
ſacred was at Stake? Or is it poſſible, that one © 
ſo ſerious a Turn, in the midſt of Devotion, an 
under the Power of religious Impreſſions, with 
out the deepeſt Convictions, and the moſt certai 
Evidence, would have dropt his ancient ManngF: 
of worſhipping God, in order to ſubmit to a 


Other Form, by which Chriſtians adore him. Inder 


te had been a Man of ſmall Abilities, low Eduyucti 
cation, and a perfect Stranger to Life, Infideli d 
might alledge, that Philip taking the AdvantaghF" ta 


Ii his Weakneſs, 8 * Devotion, had 
rought him over to the Worſhip of Chriſtians on 
ſudden, without ſufficient: Evidence to ſupport 
Je Change; but where is the Foundation for a 
lea of this Kind? We have conſidered the Eu- 
wch's Conduct on the Footing of mere Policy, 
nd on the Principles of Religion alſo; but as 
\cligion may conſiſt with weak Faculties and 
by Indowments, and as its Votaries of this 
Sort are liable ro Impoſitions at the Hand of de- 
irning Men; it will be uſeful to obſerve, that 
e Ethiopian Eunuch was a Man of Genius, who 
new the World, poſſeſt of great Abilicies, Firm- 
es and Honeſty, in ſo much that he was truſted 
mth the moſt important Concerns of his Miſtreſs's 
ungdom. Now, was this Man a Subject fit 
ir Impoſition, or could he run any Riſque in 
e Hand of a divine Preacher? Beſides, to his 
igh Station in the World, his virtuous and pious 
lipoſtions, his great Modeſty and Humility, 
ine Awe and Regard he bore to the Deity, - he 
aeFWought calmly ot religious Matters, far removed 
bm the Heat and fanciful Turn of Enthuſiaſts, 
made the Writings: of Moſes and the Prophets 
te Rule of his Faich and Obedience; he con- 
ted theſe with Care and Attention, and from 
rich is Fountain of Knowledge, through the Bleſſing 
real} the Spirir, he became a Chriſtian. The Tem- 
ner of his Mind, the Strength of his Abilities, 
au Love of Truth, and honeſt Enquiry after it, 
I adered him on the one Hand capable of In- 
dd uction, and on the other Proof againſt Falf- 
clic od and Deceit. Beſides, ſuch a Character could 
tag tail ro be the peculiar Care of Heaven, and 
' therefore 
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therefore „ he final Iſſue of all Hi 
Searches after Truth, under the Conduct of Pro 
vidence, is a bold and open Embracement o 
Chriſtianity, we may reſt ſatisfied of the Good. 
neſs of our righteous Cauſe, ſmiling under th 
Countenance of Heaven's Bleſſing and Protectiſ 
Sitbh, As a further Proof of the ſame Point, th 
Spirit carried away Philip, that the Eunuch ſa 
im no more. Here was a vilible Interpoſitio 
of Heaven's Power, giving a publick Sanction t 
the Truths Philip preached, and the Certaintf 
of the Application of the Prophecies of the Ol 
'Teſtament to ſeſus, as the Mefjab, as alſo of th 
Duty and Lawfulneſs of Water Baptiſm. Fq 
upon what Principle can one account for ſuch af 
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Event, admitting the Truth of the Fact, and di oui 
credit Chriſtianity? It will be yielded that thenfMcait 
is no known Power in viſible Nature to produq end 
ſuch an Effect. Now, if Man be unequal for ion 
we muſt go higher, and examine the Power din, 
created Spirits. And firſt, As to the Syſtem lef 
evil Spirits, this Event cannot be aſcribed, He 
them; tor ſuppoſing ſuch a Power fell within thiW'rov 
Reach of their Order, is it likely they woullnpr 
exert it in ſupport of a Cauſe which is deſtructiWny 
of the Kingdom of Satan, and the Reign Mud 
Vice? Neither is this Event aſcribed to any of tp! 
numerous Tribe of good Spirits, being dize&t\Wiphe 
and ſolely attributed to the Spirit of the Lor ink 
that very Spirit which brought Philip to the DMCbrit 
ſart of Gaza, that moved him to join Converſai f lefle 
on with the Eunuch, that diſpoted his Mind E 
m. 


receive Impreſſion from the Mouth of Philip, Y 


the att © 4 Truth; that very 
Spirit, and no other Power, when the Ceremony of 
Baptiſm was over, caught Philip away, that the 
lunuch ſaw him no more, bearing home upon his 
Mind Heaven's Teſtimony in favours of Chriſti- 
WJ ory, into the Faith and Obedience of which the 
zunuch had been initiated by Baptiſm. _ 
6thly, The concluding Part of the Argument 
; drawn from the Effect which the Whole had 
on the Eunuch's Mind, be went on his Way re- 
Wjvicing. It may be thought, that the ſudden an 
mex pected Removal of Philip would naturally 
Whve caſt a Damp on the Eunuch's Spirits, an 
Weven him a little of the melancholy Turn; 
boubtleſs he promiſed himſelf very much Pleaſure 
a om a ſecond Sermon addreſſed to him, as a 
i poung Convert, and his friendly Admonitions, at 
Weſt tor a Part of his Journey; but all his Hopes 
ad agreeable Proſpects are broke at once, his 
i lonitor and fatherly Inſtructor is taken from 
um, without the Hope of ſeeing him more; he 
left by himſelf to converſe with his own Mind, 
nd ruminate on the wonderful Interpoſition o 
W'rovidence in his Behalf. At the ſame Time the 
Inpreſſion of his Reception at Court, under a 
gew Character, poſſibly unknown amongſt them, 
Ind the Ridicule to which that Character might 
aupoſe him at the Hands of the conceited Philo- 
Gopher, the fawning Courtier, as well as the un- 
Ihinking Rabble, might, in the Infancy of his 
nſtianity, be thought ſome Ground of doleful 
fai Reflexions, helping on the Diſquietment of his 
d vealy Mind: But none of theſe Things moved 
„im, his Inſtructor and ſpiritual Father * 
{ PUR Ce 
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deed gone, but he ah not a a Witneſs with 
in, that ſpoke the Goodneſs of his Choice, aic 
the Truth df his new Character, that ſupplie( 
the Abſence of an earthly Companion, giving th 
Joy of a ſpiritual Guide. He laid his Account wit 
the Scorn and Ridicule of his unthinking Coun 
trymen, but the Teſtimony of his own Conſe 
ence bore him up, and reconciled him to ever 
Trial for the Name of Jeſus; beſides being con 
fcious of the divine Favour and Approbatio 
through rhe Merits and Mediation of Jeſus, t 
true Wah, he deſpiſed the ill founded Ridicul 
of this World, placing all his Joy and Happine 
in him who is Supreme; the Senſe and Feelin 
of his Perfections all engaged for his Intere 
gave him the pureſt Joy and moſt refined Saris: 
ction. Imagine, how he entertained himſelf wi 
a Soliloquy of this Kind: Unerring Wiſdom 
my Guide, almighty Power is my Protection, q 
verlaſting Love and unbounded Goodneſs is'm 
Portion, Providence in the Hand of a Mediatc 
fuſtains my Life, and all Things by his Intet 
vention, even the ſharpeft Trials contribute 
my Gain. Heaven is alſo brought into my Sou 
the Seeds of Glory are planted there; the grow 
ing Image of my God and Saviour is my Felice 
ty, much have I in preſent Poſſeſſion, but muc 
more in Hope and Expectation, 'Thrones, Crown 
Sceptres, fill my Eye, and-bound the mot ig 
larged Wiſhes of my Soul; what is the Hono 
of my Station in the Court of an earthly Princo 
when compared with the high Character and ti 
immenſe Honour of being the Son of God, Hel 
of Heaven, and joint Heir with Jeſus "= ; 
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ſheſe Things W home Y a ſerious and cloſe 
\pplication ſolaced his Soul, remov'd his gloomy 

Thoughts, and filled him with Joy unſpeakable 

nd full of Glory; now, : muſt not the Sweetneſs 
of theſe Fruits beſpeak the Goodneſs of the Cauſe 

om whence they flow. In this Point of Light 

Chriſtianity ſtands fair, and engaging ; all is ſoft 

nd winning, the Argument ſlides gently on the 
Mind, and commands with the moſt agreeable 
force: So it appears in the Glaſs of Speculation z 
but what is the Power when felt, and how 2 
e Influence on the Life and Exerciſe of Faith? 
The moſt refined Schemes of Philoſophy, how- 
er dreſt with Art and Deſign, to catch the 
houghtleſs and the ſimple, or by indulging ei- 
ter the ſelfiſh or the more ſoft and generous Af- 
kctions, - to draw off our Thoughts and Attenti- 
an from the Chriſtian Scheme, and the Belief of 
his important Article of it, Jeſus is the Maſſiab, 
Jthe Saviour of Mankind, cannot with all their 
zubtilty and bewirching Dreſs yield by the 
Wthouſand Part, ſuch pure Joy and laſting Pleaſure, 
Elch ſolid Hope and well founded Confidence in 


irtue and Goodneſs, aſſimilating the Soul by 
ie eradual, but ſure and certain Steps, to the divine 
Image and Likeneſs, the Honour and Happineſs 
Jo! our Nature. For after all poſſible Refine- 


inf nents, in Spite of philoſophick Skill, ſomething 
Is wanting to quell the Tumults of a guilty Con- 


ſtience, eaſe the Pain of a tortured Soul, groan- 
Ying under the Guilt and Power of Vice. Good- 
neſs in him, who is the Head and Ruler of the 
Inoral Syſtem, inſtead of giving Relief, increaſes 
6 Ds; the 


22, 


God as our Friend, ſuch high Improvements in 
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the Anguiſh, becauſe being good, he muſt in anyiſffivine 
Event be an Enemy to Vice, the Bane: of SocieMomp! 
ty, the Scourge of Government, and the Miſeryſ{iſpot 
of the Creation, under the Power and MalignityMjth 
of its Infection: Out of Love then to the Whole en i 
he muſt puniſh the vicious and the wicked; rheſFiting 
Characters cannot grow and flouriſh in his per Hit, : 
fect and all good Government. Again, after alWwar 
the Attempts of Philoſophy to rectify our vitia s F: 
ted Nature, correct our Manners, and bring af th 
bout an univerſal Reformation, ſtill a Detect i lean 
found, a Power ſuperior to Philoſophy, and thing 
Art of the moſt acute Diſputer is wanted to ac ls, r 
compliſh the wiſh'd for Event; yea, upon th(MYfery . 
Suppoſition of Remorſe, and that Nature unaſſiſi ou 
ed, is able to produce a real Change; yet PhiloMe fn 
ſophy even in that Caſe could not reaſonabl ich 
found our Hope of Acceptance with God, ſo al th: 
to ſecure undiſturb'd Peace to the tremblin nder 
Mind, becauſe the Ends of Government and ti tru 
univerſal Good, for ought we know, by NatureWule 
Light, might require ſomething further than Will b 
bare Acknowledgment of a Fault done, evei lat 
though accompanied with a ſubſequent ReforWoſc 
mation. Now, what Peace and Joy is to ben 
found in ſuch a State of Perplexity and miſerab lers 
Uncertainty, about a Queſtion of the laſt Moe, 
ment? But to the laſting Honour of our Relifito!: 
gion, and the Praiſe of its great Author, the DeWetir 
tects are there ſupplied, the Wants are fullir, 
made up, Peace, Pardon and Reconciliation witiſWe:{c 
God, are ſecured on immoveable Foundations Wrier 
Feſus is both Righteouſneſs and Strength, their 
one to skreen us. from Wrath, entitle ys "= tha all. 
NJ ET vin 
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Wivine Favour and Protection here, to Glory and 
Iompleat Happineſs hereafter ; and the other to 
ipoſe and fit our Minds in all Caſes for Duty, 
joth in the Way of doing and ſuffering. Here 
hen is to be found a clear and pure Spring of 
ting Joy and Satisfaction; ſuch as the Eunuch 
elt, and which in him was an Argument from 
ward Senſation of the Truth and Excellence of 
is Faith, an Evidence which all the Sophiſtry 
| rhe Schools could not invalidate, or by any 


eing felt, yielding the moſt agreeable Senſati- 


ery Attempt to the contrary, as the Teſtimony 
our Senſes, where they are Judges, diſdains 
e ſmalleſt Impoſition, leaving the vain Inſulter 
ich all his legerdemain Tricks, to be the Scoff 
{ the Wiſe, and the very Sport of the loweſt 
der of thinking Mortals. In like Manner eve- 
true Chriſtian, who is acquaint from the ſame 
aſe, with theſe divine and chearing Senſations, 
l be led to take Encouragement in Faith, from 


velit he feels in himſelf, and the Experience of 
tore who have gone before him, even as his Ex- 
 bience, if known, would ſerve the Intereſt of 
ablWicrs that came behind, and ſo from Age to 
MoWee, till Time ſhall be no more. Upon the 
eli ole, one ſhould think, that the concurring 


eſtimony of Chriſtians in all Ages to the ſame 
bint, fo favourable to Chriſtianity, would in 
eafon influence the different Orders of Misbe- 


their Mouths, till they make a Trial of what 
alledged on the Plan of Revelation, 1 as 
rom 


leans diſapprove, becauſe it was inward and 


ns, rendered him as ſecure, and Proof againſt e- 


vers, to ſuſpend their Sentiments, and cloſe 


1 | 
from Knowledge and Experience, to be. abi; 


to fay, with ſome Degree of Honour and Ho 
neſty, that the whole is a Cheat, a mere Deluf 
on of the Brain; till this be done, let univerſal 
Silence take Place, leſt in midſt of the highe(i 
Pretenſions to Wit and Freedom of Thought 
they be found no wiſer than the Man who bor 
blind, yet pretends to judge of Colours, or th 
deaf Man of Sounds. 1. 
I come now to make a few Remarks, ſervin 
to illuſtrate and confirm the main Argument. 1 
The Facts upon which the foregoing Reaſonin 
is founded, do not admit of that kind of Pro ni 
which is properly mathematical, but is capable . 
the higheſt moral Certainty: This kind of Evil 
dence, though it comes not up to ſtrict Demo 
ſtration, yet in many Caſes commands our Aſſen 
as ſtrongly as any mathematical Propoſition cf 
do. As for Example, tis impoſſible in the Natuſ 
of Things to demonſtrate that there are ſuch P 
ces as Ching and Fapan, to a Man who never wil 
in any of theſe Countries, the Evidence of thi 
Fact wholly depends upon the Teſtimony of oth 
who have been there, and yet every Man enters 
firmly into the Belief, that ſuch Places are, and giv 
as much Credit to the Fact, on Teſtimony, as th 
do to the plaineſt Propoſition in Euclid. Now Wh 
apply this to the Point in Hand, no Man living 
preſent was Witneſs to the Tranſactions that pil 
between Philip and the Eunuch, on his Jour 
from Jeruſalem to Gaza, yet we have the high 
Certainty and greateſt Reaſon'to believe the wh 
Story as narrated by the ſacred Hiftorian. 1 
Things tranſacted on that Occaſion were of 2 


= 

N 

See 
7 
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ick Nature, done in the Face of many Specta- 
os, and particularly atteſted by one of the Num- 
ier, who was a chief Actor: The Account he 
ae of it was yery early publiſhed amongſt the 


emorable Acts of the Apoſtles; and the whole 
ollection received the Authority and Approbati- 
n of ſome of that infallible Body of divine lnſtru- 
Fors: Upon this Principle the Authority of the ſa- 
ed Hiſtorian ſtands, and juſtly claims our firm- 


int Aſſent to the Truths here narrated. It is evi- 
ar theſe fell under the Cognizance of the Sen- 


8s of Philip, he had Time and Opportunity to ex- 
nine them, and conſequently could not be de- 
Nied himſelf; and the rather, as he was under 
We unerring Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
Wcured him and the reſt of the inſpired Order 
m all Miſtakes in the firſt Conception, and e- 
Fry Error in the After- publication; beſides, theſe 
Nerlons were Men of known Probity and untaint- 
virtue, who practiſed what they preached, as 
Fey had no worldly Temptations to bias their 
agment, or bribe them to the Side of Falſhood, 


thate Honours, Pleaſures and Profits of this Life ly- 
ers W's on the other Side of the Queſtion: So nothing 
gained for them but Shame, Reproach, Cruel- 
in, and Perſecution of all Kinds. This Uſage 


d theſe Barbarities, they bore with Patience 
d true Magnanimity of Soul, en that they 

at ere counted worthy to ſuffer for the Name of 
klus; in this Way they bore Witneſs to the 
Is of Chriſtianity, and as noble Martyrs, ſealed 
e important Truth with their Blood; and in 
is Way carried the Evidence of Teſtimony, as 
ah as the Nature of Things will go, 9 a 
| oun- 


99 
Foundation of ak ſo deep and ſtrong, as put IC 
out of the Power of Unbelief to gain a reaſonabli ler 


Proſelyte to head the Oppoſition, among the Nun 
bers that heard and received the well atteſted Cauſ- 
As a further Corroborati on of the ſame Point, le 
it be conſidered, that it the inſpired Hiſtorian ha 
wrote from the Mouth of Philip a Falſhood, « 
Purpoſe to deceive, and by the Deception gaiffiÞ®d ! 
Credit to Chriſtianity, would he in any LikelW"d 
hood have invented a Story fo circumſtantiate 

reſpecting a Man of high Character and Emineng 
in a neighbouring Country, and who was t. 
Stranger to the eus? A Thing of this Ki 
believed by Chriſtians, would not miſs to be ſpolif 
every where, and the Fame of it muſt have react 
ed Ethiopia itſelf. Now if there had been no ſuꝗ 
Perſon as is here deſcribed, or ſuppoſing him 
the Head of the Treaſury no ſuch Convert, in ei 
ther of theſe Caſes: the general Cauſe would ha 
ſuffered greatly: Beſides on the Suppoſition the 
was really ſuch a Man known at Jeruſalem, al 
that he continued ſtill a Few, the next Time 

came to Feruſalem to worſhip, muſt inevitab 
have detected the Forgery, and put the Forg 
to open Shame. Again, as this Story bore extrea 
ly hard on the Worſhip of the Fews ; and int 
Nature of Things, had a Tendency to carry tho 
ſands off from them, it cannot be doubred but tif 
heated Zeal of the Fews againſt Jeſus, and his F 
ligion, would have ſer them on to ſearch out ti 
Fact on either Side, with a View, if falſe, toi 
prove the Forgery, to the general Detriment 
Chriſtianity. But as no ſuch Detection was e 
made, and as the hated and perſecuted Cauſe gal 


en 
f 1 
bly 
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Ground in dbe Had of 2 Apoſtles, and the o- 
er Diſciples, even in the Country of Ethiopia itſellf, 
Je may ſay with the higheſt moral Certainty, that 
Philip was not deceived himſelf, ſo the Author 
Wt the Ads did not deceive the World, when he 
bliſhed the above Narrative from his Mouth. 
co us who live at this Diſtance of Time, theſe, 
ache other Facts of Chriſtianity, have been 

anded down thro' a Succeſſion of Ages with 

re and Safety; for theſe Matters of Import- 

ce were publiſhed, either at the Time, or nigh 

it, when they were ſaid to have happened. 

umbers of Copies were diſperſed abroad; theſe 

in were tranſlated into many different Langua- 

s; beſides, Fews, Gentiles, Chriſtians, and what 
more, the different Sects which ſprung very early 
in the Church, were by Providence made ſo 
my Checks on all Hands, as ſecured the origi- 
WW Records againſt all Danger of any conſider- 
le Vitiation. Let us put the Caſe, that one of 
Church of Rome, or any contending Party of 
. Wiiſtians, ſhould, in ſome new Edition of the 
le, turn out, or foiſt in, what might be ſervice- 

e to the Intereſt of this or the other Party, how 
n would the Diſcovery be made? And how 
blick would the Detection be ? Whar is then 
doſſible in this Age, was equally impoſſible in 
: laſt ; and ſo, from Age to Age, till we come 
k to the Time of the firſt Publication; ſo that, 
Conſequence, what was an undoubted Evidence 
them who had the Benefit of the firſt Publica» 
n, is no leſs to us, who have received the ſme 
l uninterrupted Tale from the original Witneſs 


Pef it. 
E a0, 
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24ly, Tho' we have no further Account of t 
Eunuch in holy Writ, and conſequently cann 
argue the Truth of his Converſion trom his tutu 
Life, and Perſeverance in the Faith, yet this c 
be no Doubt of its Truth and Reality, even th 
it ſhould be ſaid, that ſometimes the Appearance 
Converſion evaniſhes as it were in the Air, wit! 
out any ſuitable Fruits: For the Caſe put only 
ſpects a Change in Appearance, from a vitious tc 
virtuous Courſe; whereas in the Cale of the E. 
nuch, he had before this Time been win from 8 
periticion, Idolatry, and a wicked Practice, tot 
Acknowledgment and Worſhip of the true God 
O that the Change here ſpoke of, is no other th 
from being a ſincere and devoutW orſhipper of Go 

according to Moſes's Law, to become a Worſhi 
per ot the ſame God on the Footing of the Goſp 
of Jeſus Chrift: And if we conſider the Proof 
has given in Practice of the Truth of his firſt Co 
verſion, taken in Connexion with the Evidence 
his ſecond, one cannot, without a very high L 
gree of Scepticiſm, entertain the leaſt Doubt 
his Perſeverance in the Faith; eſpecially conſidq; 
ing the extraordinary Countenance which Chri 
anity received in the Country of Ethiopia, 2 
probably in ſome Meaſure from his Examp , 
Weight and Influence. 1 

344%, It is not the Want of Evidence, but t 
Abſence of thoſe Diſpoſitions which adorned iſ 
Character of the Eunuch, that is the true Caul 
of the Infidelity of the Age. Were Men der 
on the Principles of natural Religion, Enemies W 
Envy, and Friends to Virtue; were they poſſeſſji 
of real Modeſty and unaffected Humility; q; 


(a 


ey love Truth, and Were they diligent, open 


A impartial Inquirers after it, they would not 


ily reject Chriſtianity, which adopts and im- 
ves the natural Scheme, and ſupplies its De- 
ts reſpecting Mankind Sinners. Bur if Men 
 vitious, Strangers to God and his Worſhip, 
ud and ſelf-conceited, bound up by Prejudice 
ma free and impartial Enquiry; if all their 
dy and reading be laid out to confute, and 
to be informed, it is no Wonder it they blun- 
ton, and without Shame publiſh their own In- 
ny, by the Permiſſion of righteous Heaven, as 
Puniſhment of their Crimes. 


h, Here is to be ſeen the Benefit and Ad- 
Frage of publick Inſtruction, and of what Im- 


nance the preaching of Jeſus is to Mankind 
mers. In both theſe Reſpects, Heaven gave an 
ple Approbation in the Caſe of the Eunuch's 
nyerfion; for the deſpiſed Means, and the ridi- 
ed Doctrine of the Croſs, proved by the Bleſſing 
the Spirit, ſubſervient to that remarkable E- 


Ei, thereby furniſhing a Leſſon to the World, 


ut they may value and attend upon the publick 
iructions of the Word, and to the Teachers of 
riſtianity, how to entertain their Audiences with 


Fic to their Souls. Philip, in this Sermon, diſ- 
Pers nothing of the Philoſopher, he does nor 
N. his Lectures from Plato, or any of the 


eathen Sages, but from Moſes and the Prophets. 


Teſe Writings, with the New Teſtament, are the 
ute Book of Chriſtians; from thence we are 
draw our Religion; whatever is not agreeable 


wle ſacred Volumes is wrong, whatever is a- 


greeable 


. 

greable, muſt .nfattihty be right: By this Rulf 
{hould we live, and by this ſhall we be judge 
Ft hh, If one ſhould ſtill entertain ſome Scrupl 
anent the Converſion of the Eunuch, not withſtand 
ing what has been ſaid, and the Regard he pailf 
to the publick Worſhip of God, what Senrimenif 
ſhould we form of their Chriſtianity who live 
the habitual Neglect of private and publick Wo 
ſhip ? Their Sears at a Communion- table are peM 
petually vacant, and their Faces are ſeldom ſeen 
Church; they call themſelves Chriſtians, but the 
retuſe to keep up the Memory of God's creatinf 
all Things, and of his redeeming fallen Man bil 
Jeſus Chriſt ; they vail his Works, and do wh 
they can to bury his Love in perpetual Oblivion 
Laftly, If few Arguments can be drawn fro 
the Lives of Chriſtians for the Support of our hal 
ly Faith, it is not owing to Religion, but miſt 
ken Notions, or the Want of it altogether; for 
Men were ſuch as Religion requires them to b 
their Lives would ſoon ſpeak out the Truth 
their Cauſe ; the Joy of their Heart, expreſſed 
an eaſy Temper, a chearful Air, and ſoft Behay 
our, in Times of Adverfity as well as Proſperit 
would proclaim aloud the chearing Power of Chr 
ſtian Principles, followed out in a Life of Holi 
neſs and true Devotion, to the Confuſion of En 
mies, and the Eſtabliſhmenr of Friends, Fellow 
travellers to the heavenly Zion. = 
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